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A HISTORY OF GREEK RELIGION*
THE author of this book, Professor Martin P. Nilsson, of the
University of Lund, has long been known to scholars as one
of the most learned and sagacious exponents of ancient Greek
life and thought. In his volume on Greek religious festivals,
outside of Attica,1 he has collected all the available evidence,
both literary and inscriptional, and discussed it with a rare
combination of learning, acumen, and good sense. But in
his researches he is far from limiting the range of his in-
quiries to the Greek field in the narrower sense of the word.
It is one of the discoveries of our age that the wonderful
civilization of ancient Greece cannot be fully understood so
long as it is contemplated merely in itself and without refer-
ence to the culture of other lands and of other peoples.
Within our lifetime the intellectual horizon of scholars has
been widened enormously. Apart from the flood of light
which excavations have shed on the past history of the
Aegean area and its relations to the older civilizations of the
East, the comparative study of man has done much to reveal
the links that bind together the different races of our species.
The multitudinous similarities in the stages of their mental
and moral evolution are more and more clearly discerned:
the unity and interdependence of humanity in the past, as in
the present, stand out ever more prominently: less and less
* The following article was contributed as a preface to the book of
which the title is: A History of Greek Religion, By Martin P. Nilsson
Professor of Classical Archaeology and Ancient History in the Uni-
versity of Lund.   Translated from the Swedish by F. J. Fielden.
(Oxford: at The Clarendon Press, 1925.)
* Griechische Feste von religioser Bedeutung mit Aussckluss der attischm
(B. G, Teubner, Leipzig, 1906).
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